In 1898, Meunier demonstrated tubercle bacilli in the stomach-wash water of tuberculous children, but for about 30 years afterwards no use was made of this discovery. In recent years, however, its value has been increasingly recognized.
At first, gastric lavage was used for children in whom it is often difficult to get satisfactory specimens of sputum. Collis and Brockington (1933) give a brief summary of some of the early work, quoting examples from France, Denmark and the U.S.A. Among the workers quoted may be mentioned Armand-Delille and Vibert (1927) who found 34 positive stomach washes in 110 children suspected of having tuberculosis, and Armand-Delille (1930) who, in 500 children, .r-ray picture suggestive of pulmonary tuberculosis. Levin (1934) (c) for stomach-wash examination compared with sputum examinations.
(6) The findings are discussed, and an examination is made of why some patients even with advanced tuberculosis show a negative stomach wash, and it is concluded that even if this is so, yet in many patients bacilli are found by the stomach wash and by no other method.
